
 
7th & 8th Grade Friday Letter 
12/02/16 
 
Hello 7th and 8th Grade Families! 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

★ Congratulations to our ACADEMIC ALL STARS of the week for their leadership 
both academically and socially: 

■ Grace Smith - 7th Grade 
■ Jelvin Mazariegos - 7th Grade  

★ Trimester 1 has officially ended!  All grades will be entered and Report Cards will 
be going home on December 2.  Please contact us if you have any questions 
about your child’s grades. 

★ Please see the attached flyer for our upcoming Parents’ Night Out fundraiser.  
○ It will occur on Friday, December 2, 2016 in the Willow Creek MPR.  
○ Parents will be able to drop off their kids for some arts and crafts and 

other fun activities, then go out and enjoy some time together, then come 
back and pick their children up.  

○ We need 7th/8th grade volunteers to work the event.  Please fill out the 
sign up sheet to give your 7th or 8th grader permission to help raise 
money for their Outward Bound Field Trips this year! 

 
Science -   
 
7th Grade:  
We spent this week in 7th grade operating at a High School level!  Students 
continue to explore PHOTOSYNTHESIS and specifically learning about 
photolysis, thylakoid cells and the molecular functioning of photosynthesis. 
It is an advanced look at the miraculous process in which plants feed 
themselves (which would be an awesome superpower to have!).  
 
8th Grade: 



In 8th grade, students dropped eggs on Monday using their lunar landers 
(energy transferring mechanisms).  Students first found the mass of their 
landers using a triple beam scale (MASS), then used stopwatches to time 
the fall of their landers (TIME) and finally measured the distance from the 
top of the bell tower to the floor.  With this information, students spent the 
remainder of the week creating spreadsheets to document their data. 
Students used technology only  to determine the KINETIC ENERGY 
transferred in the dropping of eggs from various heights using the formula: 
kE = ½ MASS X VELOCITY squared. 
 
English Language Arts 
     7th Grade: It was great to have the students back all rested and 
refreshed from Thanksgiving break.  This week all argumentative essays 
were submitted and presented.  I was encouraged by how well the students 
conquered this difficult essay format.  The earlier part of this week has 
been spent preparing to read “The Outsiders.”  We have been researching 
the author S.E. Hinton along with the 1960s, touching on similarities and 
differences.  We will actually begin reading this novel on Thursday. 
Remember reports cards are being mailed next week, so be on the lookout 
for those. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or 
concerns on your child’s grades. 
 
     8th Grade: We finished reading  “To Kill A Mockingbird” early this week 
and the students wrote their own book review on it. It was fun reading all 
the students different commentaries on how they rated this classic novel. 
We have started to watch the movie and the students will begin working on 
their compare and contrast essay later in the week, focusing on the 
similarities, as well as differences between the two.  On Friday the 2nd of 
December we will have a test on Part Two of the novel. The first Trimester 
has officially ended and report cards will be mailed out early next week. 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns on 
your child’s grades.  
 



 
Social Studies 
 

7th Grade:  This week we began our exploration of Medieval Africa 
and the West African Kingdoms.  Students are learning how family 
based communities formed villages, towns, cities, and kingdoms. 
We are also looking at how weather and vegetation affected the 
development of these kingdoms.  Next week, is salt worth its weight 
in gold? 
 
8th Grade:  Our return to school has been highlighted by an 
exploration of the Bill of Rights.  We have translated each of the 
first ten amendments into our own words and will be finding 
examples of how those rights manifest in modern times. 

 
 
MATHEMATICS 
 
7th Grade: 
 

This week we worked on proportions and scale. We began by inspecting a 
not to scale drawing, and then using proportion to make a scale drawing from 
the given measurements. The exercise was a great way to practice measurement 
and introduce a real world skill. By Wednesday we modeled and compared linear 
and proportional relationships. We will finish the week by doing some review in 
anticipation of MAP testing next week. 
  
 
8th Grade: 
 

8th grade is continuing to build algebra skills. This week we examined 
systems of linear equations and found several ways of determining when two 
equations would meet. Students were able to model several real life situations, 
but I was most impressed by how readily so many of our 8th graders were able to 
solve systems algebraically. Our previous work with algebra tiles is paying off! 

 
 

 


